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Summary. The rare montane bamboo Racemobambos glabra Holtt., is recorded for the 
first time for Sabah with a collection from the Meligan Forest Reserve. 


Racemobambos glabra Holtt. is a rare species of bamboo, endemic to Borneo and 
previously known only from a few montane localities in Sarawak (Gunung Temabok on the 
upper Baram River, Gunung Mulu, the Melinau Paku area and the Dulit Ridge) and Brunei 
(the Pagon Periok ridge in the Ulu Temburung area) (Dransfield 1983). Two more 
specimens have been subsequently collected on the Retak ridge in the Ulu Temburung 
area of Brunei (Wong WKM 421 and 773) (BRUN, K, L, SAN, SING) in 1988 and 1989. 


This species has now been found in Sabah (Kulip SAN 132701), collected in July, 1991 in 
the Meligan Forest Reserve (also a Virgin Jungle Reserve), Sipitang district, in the 
southwestern part of Sabah. The collection was made at an altitude of about 1500m, in 
montane forest on sandstone. The earlier collections were also made from montane forest 
sites on sandstone at 1300-2200m. At the Meligan Forest Reserve locality where this 
species was collected, the vegetation is much dominated by Agathis and Lithocarpus ona 
steep sandstone ridge. Here the forest is about 25m tall, with many large-crowned trees. 


lt appears that there has been very scanty description of this species so far (Holttum 1956; 
Dransfield 1983); especially, culm sheaths, which are often useful for identification of 
bamboos, have not been described. The inflorescence and flower have been described by 
Holttum (1956). Here | provide a description of the vegetative parts based on the Brunei 
and Meligan (Sabah) collections. 


Culms 3-7 mm diameter, to 4-5 m long, light green; internodes 12-26 cm long, glabrous, 
white-waxy all over. Branch complement with a dominant middle branch which grows 
reiteratively like the culm itself and 15-52 smaller secondary branches from its base. 





Fig. 1. Racemobambos glabra. A, young culm shoot; B, branch complement; C, detail, 
leaf sheath; D, spikelet. A,C from SAN 132701; B,D from WKM 773. 


Culm-sheaths to 9.1 cm long, 1.5 cm wide, glabrous, light green; auricles not developed; 
ligule a subentire rim 0.5-1 mm high bearing whitish-brown bristles up to 2.5 mm tall; 
blades light green, linear, 4.2-4.6 cm long, 1.5-2.5 mm wide, erect. Leaf blades 4-12(-14.8) 
cm long, 0.2-0.3(-0.4) cm wide, glabrous; leaf sheaths 2-3.4(-4.2) cm long; auricles not 
developed; ligule a short rim 1-2 mm long with pale bristles up to 9 mm long. 


The following specimens of R. glabra were examined: 

BORNEO. SABAH: Meligan Forest Reserve, 10 July 1991, vegetative, Kulip SAN 132701 
(SAN). BRUNEI: Temburung, north ridge of Bukit Retak, 17 Sept. 1988, flowering, Wong 
WKM 421 (BRUN, K, L, SAN, SING), 28 Jan. 1989, flowering, Wong WKM 773 (BRUN, K, L, 
SAN, SING). 


The Meligan record represents the most northerly distribution of the species in Borneo 
thus far known. 
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